NEJD

Few know anything of the Qur'an, though they pray
zealously. They have a reverence for shrines, and are of the
ShafT rite. Alcohol is unknown, but tobacco much
esteemed.

The usual Arab practices of polygamous marriage and
facile divorce obtain, but it is rare for a Badu to have more
than one wife or at most two, at any one time, though a
quiver full of sons is a much-desired blessing. The woman
looks after the flocks,1 which she is here allowed to milk.

Disputes within the tribe are settled, as is general in
tribal Arabia, by the hukm al hauz, a code of local sanctions,
not the holy or Shara' law. Petty theft is rare and looked
on as immoral: but robbery with violence a manly act, and
the raid, with murder and looting, as unquestionably
honourable as military prowess in Europe.

Bodily illness is dealt with by certain herbs (see Appendix
IV), by the branding iron, by exorcism, by the gastric
juices of animals slaughtered in the chase, and by the urine
of the young cow camel. The cautery comes first, and few,
if any, are the dwellers of these steppe lands who do not
bear scars of the hot iron. One process I met with seemed

1 With the Harasis and Mahra a curious custom obtains - that of never
milking their sheep into a cold receptacle. A hot stone, heated in a fire,
must first be introduced. '-The explanation it suggests, that the warmth thus
applied to the udders encourages a facile milking, is not wholly satisfactory,
because the practice is observed only in respect of sheep, not of camels.

A shepherdess of the Bait ash Shaikh tribe, from whom I purchased a
sheep in Wadi Dhikur, would not agree to its being slaughtered in sunlight
because of the fear that it would bring misfortune to her family, and this
also was a common belief. A Harsusi of my escort informed me that in no
very distant times past the Harasis would not only not slaughter, but not
milk their flocks in sunlight, and to this day there are two breeds of sheep,
banat al murtal and banat al muqtuf^ which no tribesman of whatsoever
tribe would dare slaughter until after dark.
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